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Dedicated Rooms 
o PF ANB Bank Leadership Center (PF 108/109) Plenary Sessions – Opening, 

lunch, wrap-up. 
o PF 409 - Gallery room, PF 411 Consult with Judges, PF 415 Convention 

Headquarters,  
Presenter Rooms 

o PF 407 - Classroom for 30 HDMI 
o CCI 129 - Classroom for 50 VGA and CCI 130 - Classroom for 50 VGA 
o CCI 121 - Classroom for 30 VGA, CCI 123 - Classroom for 30 VGA and CCI 124 

- Classroom for 30 VGA 
o CCI 144 – Computer Lab for 20 
o FA 155 - Multimedia classroom and FA 160 – Multimedia classroom 

 

A huge thank you to LCCC for hosting Convention this year.  

 
 



Convention Schedule 
 

Opening Session and 
Keynote 

9:00-9:50 

Presenter  Room Title Description 
  

 
 

PF 409 

 
 
 

People’s Choice 

Sometimes, what the judges like is not what the 
students prefer. The publications available in 
this room are to be judged by students 
attending the convention. Each school has just 
one vote in each category (Schools cannot pick 
their own publications.)  Visit this room as 
possible through the day and select your 
favorite. 

Convention HQ PF 415  Questions, concerns, or problems? Visit us here 
for help. 

 
 

 
Carrie Faust 

 
 

PF ANB 
Bank 

Leadership 
Center 

(108/109) 

 
 
 
 

Keynote Speech 

You should live to tell the tale - The greatest 
privilege we have as journalists is to tell the 
stories of the people around us. As the original 
embedded journalists, we have the unique 
honor of being able to report on a very personal 
level the goings on in the American high school. 
Get inspired by these awesome stories in 
scholastic journalism and make a plan to get 
them in your schools. 

 

Session One 10:00-10:55 

Presenter  Room Title Description 

 
Amanda Nicholoff 

 
CCI 123 

 
New Media: The 

Interactive 
Storyteller 

Print, magazine, photography, and video, 
broadcast: there is no such thing as 
“specialization” in journalism anymore. This 
workshop outlines what it takes to be successful 
in this interactive world of online content 
creation.  

 
 

Kristi Rathbun 

 
 

CCI 124 

 
 

What’s Your 
Brand? 

Your publication needs cohesion -- for your 
customers and your staff. Whether branding a 
feature package, an entire publication or your 
program itself, creating a solid brand is 
essential. Starting with the basics, discover how 
a strong brand improves coverage and content 
while providing structure to both your 
publication and your program.  



Rob Rathbun CCI 129 Design Inspiration What to look for in current trends, and how to 
implement them in your publication 

 
Jake Sherlock 
Cyrus Saatsaz 

 
FA 155 

 
On-The-Spot 
Broadcasting 

Contest (Part 1) 

Competing students will gather in this room to 
write a broadcast script about the keynote 
address. This is the script they’ll use to produce 
a standup news broadcast report in the next 
session time. 

 
 
Katherine Patrick  

 
 

FA 155 

 
 

On-the-Spot 
Writing 

Competing students will gather in this room to 
write a news piece about the keynote address 
and convention in general. Online/electronic 
resources may be used for spelling/thesaurus 
purposes only.  

 
J O’Brien 

 
FA 160 

 
Photoshop 

Students will review Photoshop basics and 
learn advanced techniques to improve photos.  

 
 
 
 

Dr. Li Li 

 
 
 

PF 407 

 
 
 

Cultural 
Communication 

The cross-cultural communication workshop is 
designed to help people understand themselves 
as cultural beings and enhance self and other 
awareness about cultures. It also explores the 
relationship between cultures and 
communication by looking at communicative 
practices in different contexts. Dr.Li will discuss 
her experiences witnessing UW students’ 
cultural experiences when visiting China for the 
study abroad program. 

  
 
 

PF 409 

 
 
 

People’s Choice 

Sometimes, what the judges like is not what the 
students prefer. The publications available in 
this room are to be judged by students 
attending the convention. Each school has just 
one vote in each category (Schools cannot pick 
their own publications.)  Visit this room as 
possible through the day and select your 
favorite. 

Stephen 
Wahlfeldt--NP 

Justin Daigle—YB 
Jed Palmer--YB 

 
PF 411 

 
Consult with 

Judges 

One-on-one critiques with the judges of your 
publications. Sign up at the registration table for 
a time slot for a conversation with each judge. 

Convention HQ PF 415  Questions, concerns, or problems? Visit us here 
for help. 

 

 

 



 

Session Two 11:05-11:55 

Presenter  Room Title Description 

 
 

Carrie Faust 

 
 

CCI 123 

 Get your TYPE together - Too many scholastic 
publications stop designing at the type. Let's 
look to the professionals for ways to make sure 
our type adds to our design instead of 
subtracting from it. 

 
 

Kristi Rathbun 

 
 

CCI 124 

 
 

What’s the 
alternative? 

Quick Reads, Alternative Story Forms, 
Storytelling Devices -- no matter what you call 
them, they are an essential element of your 
yearbook's coverage... and there are dozens of 
ways to tell a meaningful story. Alternatives to 
traditional copy require strong skills and 
provide readers with additional entry points 
into the story of their year. 

Rob Rathbun CCI 129 Photojournalism 
101 

Taking your photography from good to great 

 
 

Katherine Patrick 

 
 

CCI 144 

 
 

On-The-Spot 
Writing Contest: 

Commentary 

Students will gather in this room to create a 
commentary column based upon a provided 
article. Online resources may be used here for 
accessing expert opinions and statistics. No 
real-time communication with anyone outside 
the room is permitted.  

 
Cyrus Saatsaz 

 

 
FA 155 

On-The-Spot 
Broadcasting 

Contest (Part 2) 

With scripts written, contestants now go in 
front of the camera to produce a TV news 
report. 

Jake Sherlock FA 160 InDesign This session will review InDesign basics and 
more advanced techniques to enhance page 
design. 

 
 
 
 

Dr. Li Li 

 
 
 
 

PF 407 
 

 
 
 
 

Cross-Cultural 
Communications 

The cross-cultural communication workshop is 
designed to help people understand themselves 
as cultural beings and enhance self and other 
awareness about cultures. It also explores the 
relationship between cultures and 
communication by looking at communicative 
practices in different contexts. Dr.Li will discuss 
her experiences witnessing UW students’ 
cultural experiences when visiting China for the 
study abroad program 

  
 

PF 409 

 
 

People’s Choice 

Sometimes, what the judges like is not what the 
students prefer. The publications available in 
this room are to be judged by students 
attending the convention. Each school has just 



one vote in each category (Schools cannot pick 
their own publications.)  Visit this room as 
possible through the day and select your 
favorite. 

Stephen 
Wahlfeldt--NP 

Justin Daigle—YB 
Jed Palmer--YB 

 
PF 411 

 
Consult with 

Judges 

One-on-one critiques with the judges of your 
publications. Sign up at the registration table for 
a time slot for a conversation with each judge. 

Convention HQ PF 415  Questions, concerns, or problems? Visit us here 
for help. 

LUNCH and AWARDS: 12:00-1:25 

Session Three 1:30-2:25 
Presenter  Room Title Description 

 
 

Carrie Faust 

 
 

CCI 123 

 How to write profiles that don't suck - Student 
profiles are the bread and butter of scholastic 
journalism. From yearbook features online 
pieces, every student in your school has a story 
to tell - even if they don't think so. 

 
 
 

Kristi Rathbun 

 
 
 

CCI 124 

 
 
 

What’s the 
Alternative? 

 Quick Reads, Alternative Story Forms, 
Storytelling Devices -- no matter what you call 
them, they are an essential element of your 
yearbook's coverage... and there are a TON of 
ways to tell a meaningful story. Alternatives to 
traditional copy require strong skills and 
provide readers with additional entry points 
into the story of their year. 

Rob Rathbun CCI 129 Photojournalism 
101 

Taking your photography from good to great 

 CCI 130 WHSSPA 
Membership 

meeting 

Crucial conversation about our future! ALL 
ADVISERS, PLEASE make a point to attend.  

 
 
 

Jake Sherlock 

 
 
 

FA 
155/160 

 
 
 

On-The-Spot- 
Design Contest 

Designers will be provided content from the 
morning keynote speech) photo, story, side 
content) and asked to produce a one-page 
tabloid print design using Adobe Creative Suite 
and a provided template. Designers will have 
the single hour to produce a front page that 
captures the mood and the tone of the keynote 
speech.  

 FA 
155/160 

Judging of 
On-The-Spot 

Broadcast contest 

 



 
 
 
 

Michael Smith 

 
 
 
 

PF 108 

 
 
 
 

Photo Walk (over 
two sessions) 

Take a tour of the scenic LCCC campus and 
shoot pictures of the various sites and sounds of 
campus. Instructors will be on hand to lead the 
walk and offer advice on shooting techniques. 
Numbers are limited, so please sign up in 
advance and provide own cell phones or SLR 
camera. Limited number of cameras will be 
available for checkout.  

 
 

Jim Angell 

 
 

PF 305 

Getting The News 
Even When They 
Might not Want 
You to Have It! 

Wyoming laws guarantee members of the 
public--even students--access to what their 
elected and appointed officials are doing. Learn 
those laws and tips about how reporters can 
use them while pursuing stories.  

 
 

Roz Schliske 

 
 

PF 407 

 
 

"Little Red Riding 
Hood" 

If only this fairy tale had been written in 
inverted pyramid story style, Red might have 
avoided a whole lot of trouble. We will look at 
finding the inverted pyramid focus and will 
highlight using some other news story 
structures. 

  
 
 
 

PF 409 

 
 
 
 

People’s Choice 

Sometimes, what the judges like is not what the 
students prefer. The publications available in 
this room are to be judged by students 
attending the convention. Each school has just 
one vote in each category (Schools cannot pick 
their own publications.)  Visit this room as 
possible through the day and select your 
favorite. 

Justin Daigle—YB 
Jed Palmer--YB 

Stephen 
Wahlfeldt--NP 

 
PF 411 

 
Consult with 

Judges 

One-on-one critiques with the judges of your 
publications. Sign up at the registration table for 
a time slot for a conversation with each judge. 

Convention HQ PF 415  Questions, concerns, or problems? Visit us here 
for help. 

 

Session Four 2:35-3:30 

Presenter  Room Title Description 
 
 

Amanda Nicholoff 

 
 

CCI 121 

 
 

New Media: The 
Interactive 
Storyteller 

Print, magazine, photography, video, broadcast: 
there is no such thing as “specialization” in 
journalism anymore. This workshop outlines 
what it takes to be successful in this interactive 
world of online content creation.  

 
 

Carrie Faust 

 
 

CCI 123 

 Get your TYPE together - Too many scholastic 
publications stop designing at the type. Let's 
look to the professionals for ways to make sure 
our type adds to our design instead of 



subtracting from it. 
Ken Schwartz CCI 124 Captions and 

Headlines 
 

 
Jim Angell 

 
CCI 129 

 
The Art of the 

Interview 

Honing your interview skills in a hands-on 
workshop featuring an interview with a very 
interesting (albeit totally fictional) individual. 

 
Dr.  Kristen 
Landreville 

 
CCI 130 

 
Feature Writing 

Various types of feature writing styles will be 
discussed, with a focus on improving 
interviewing and reporting skills to tell better 
human interest and profile stories. 

 FA 155 or 
160 

Judging of On The 
Spot Writing 

Contests 

 

 FA 155 or 
160 

News video  

 
 

 
 
 
 

PF 108 

 
 
 
 

Photo Walk (over 
two sessions) 

Continued tour of the scenic LCCC campus and 
shoot pictures of the various sites and sounds of 
campus. Instructors will be on hand to lead the 
walk and offer advice on shooting techniques. 
Numbers are limited, so please sign up in 
advance and provide own cell phones or SLR 
camera. Limited number of cameras will be 
available for checkout.  

Tina Cleavelin PF 209 Humans of Your 
School 

How to Interview students In your school to get 
their story 

 
Roz Schliske 

 
PF 407 

 
"Little Red Riding 

Hood" 

If only this fairy tale had been written in 
inverted pyramid story style, Red might have 
avoided a whole lot of trouble. We will look at 
finding the inverted pyramid focus and will 
highlight using some other news story 
structures. 

  
 
 
 

PF 409 

 
 
 
 

People’s Choice 

Sometimes, what the judges like is not what the 
students prefer. The publications available in 
this room are to be judged by students 
attending the convention. Each school has just 
one vote in each category (Schools cannot pick 
their own publications.)  Visit this room as 
possible through the day and select your 
favorite. 

Justin Daigle—YB 
Jed Palmer--YB 

Stephen 
Wahlfeldt--NP 

 
PF 411 

 
Consult with 

Judges 

One-on-one critiques with the judges of your 
publications. Sign up at the registration table for 
a time slot for a conversation with each judge. 



Convention HQ PF 415  Questions, concerns, or problems? Visit us here 
for help. 

 

Session Five 3:35-4:30 

Presenter  Room Title Description 

 
 

Cyrus  Saatsaz 

 
 

CCI 121 

 
Social Media, 

Citizen Journalism, 
and Copyright 

Issues at the intersection of news and social 
media, including how professional journalists 
utilize social media to gather information and 
disseminate information, and the legality of 
images and media content on social media. 

 
 

Carrie Faust 

 
CCI 123 

 
How to write 

profiles that don't 
suck  

Student profiles are the bread and butter of 
scholastic journalism. From yearbook features 
online pieces, every student in your school has a 
story to tell - even if they don't think so. 

Ken Schwartz CCI 124 Captions and 
Headlines 

Captions and headlines are a critical part of any 
journalistic work. Come see how you can improve 
yours at this workshop. 

 
Jim Angell 

 
CCI 129 

 
The Art of the 

Interview 

Honing your interview skills in a hands-on 
workshop featuring an interview with a very 
interesting (albeit totally fictional) individual. 

 
Dr. Kristen 
Landreville 

 
CCI 130 

 
Feature Writing 

Various types of feature writing styles will be 
discussed, with a focus on improving 
interviewing and reporting skills to tell better 
human interest and profile stories. 

  
PF 109 

 
Advisers’ 

Roundtable 

Meet with advisers from around the state to 
brainstorm solutions to common problems and 
explore resources available to all. 

Tina Cleavelin PF 407 The fine Details A focus on incorporating trademarks and other 
graphic elements to unify the book 

  
 
 

PF 409 

 
 
 

People’s Choice 

Sometimes, what the judges like is not what the 
students prefer. The publications available in this 
room are to be judged by students attending the 
convention. Each school has just one vote in each 
category (Schools cannot pick their own 
publications.)  Visit this room as possible through 
the day and select your favorite. 

Stephen 
Wahlfeldt--NP 

Justin Daigle—YB 
Jed Palmer--YB 

 
PF 411 

 
Consult with 

Judges 

One-on-one critiques with the judges of your 
publications. Sign up at the registration table for 
a time slot for a conversation with each judge. 

Convention HQ PF 415  Questions, concerns, or problems? Visit us here 
for help. 



 

Monday Wrap-UP 4:40—5:15 

ANB Bank Leadership 
Center 

PF 108/109 Present All-State Awards  
Present People’s Choice 

 

Competition Point Breakdown 

Golden Pony 850-1000 points To earn All-State Honors, the publication must earn a 
Silver Merit or Golden Pony ranking. 

Silver Merit 700-849 points 

Bronze Star 500-699 points 

 

 

2017 WHSSPA Board 

 
Jill Miller, President 
___________, Vice President 
Dawn Knudsvig, Executive Director 
Heather Goodwine, Secretary  
Greg Rohrer, Treasurer

 
Erica Quick, Webmaster 
Kelly Fullmer, Member-at-Large 
________________, Member-at-Large 
Katherine Patrick, Presenter Recruitment 

 

 
In an effort to save paper and streamline our convention materials this year, 
we’ve put all of the handy resources that used to be in your registration 
packet online.  
 
Use the QR code or visit http://www.whsspa.com/cool-and-handy-resources/  
to access resources on story ideas, building a story in five boxes, or The Code 
of the West.  

 

http://www.whsspa.com/cool-and-handy-resources/


Presenter Bios 
 
Carrie Faust, MJE, got her start in journalism in 1987 when her cross country coach - also the 
yearbook adviser - said, "Girl, you have got to get over your shyness and start meeting people!" 
Now, 30 years later, looks like that plan worked out more than they could have ever imagined! 
Today, known for her energy and enthusiasm, Carrie advises the Smoky Hill Summit yearbook, 
NEXT feature magazine, SmokyNow.com online news, and teaches at yearbook workshops and 
journalism conferences across the country every year. A former JEA Board Member, Carrie was one 
of JEA's Rising Stars in 2008, a Distinguished Adviser in 2009, the Colorado Journalism Teacher of 
the Year in 2011, a JEA Medal of Merit honoree in 2013, and a CSPA Gold Key recipient in 2017. The 
Summit yearbook has been honored nationally by NSPA and CSPA 11 times in the last 12 years and 
the Smoky Hill news program has won state honors consistently. After years of rolling their eyes at 
Carrie's love of journalism, her daughters, Campbell (14) and Carter (16) are both on their schools' 
yearbook staffs - Carter with the Summit staff at Smoky! That means the whole family is in on the 
journalism fun, including their 3.5 pound chihuahua, Booker - short for Yearbooker, given to them 
by the 2008 yearbook staff, and their chiweenie, Pica! 
 
Photographer Michael Smith has been photojournalist for over 30 years and currently is a visual 
specialist/educator for Laramie County Community College. Smith started his career at the Green 
River Star while in high school and attended the Savannah College of Art and Design and the 
University of Arizona. 
During his 30 years, Smith worked for the Wyoming Tribune Eagle, Getty Images, United Press 
International and numerous other newspapers and magazines. Smith’s photography has been 
published in newspapers and magazines all over the globe and he has won more 250 awards for his 
work in photojournalism and photography.  
His work on a portrait project was published into a book called “Our Faces: Portraits of Laramie 
County.” Michael has a wonderful wife named Marissa and two children named Micah and Inez.  
 
Jake Sherlock is currently one of two advisers for Wingspan Student Media at Laramie County 
Community College and an instructor of journalism and mass media. Sherlock holds a bachelor’s in 
journalism and a master’s in communications from the University of Wyoming, where he also 
served as the editor of his college newspaper. He began his professional career at the Laramie 
Boomerang, where he covered sports, wrote album reviews and led a redesign of the paper. After 
earning his master’s degree, Sherlock spent four years with the Wyoming Tribune-Eagle, three of 
them as the night editor. He was also a columnist for the paper, and his multimedia series that 
chronicled his attempts to lose weight and stop smoking won The Associated Press Award for Best 
Community Journalism Project in 2005.  Sherlock spent six years teaching at the University of 
Missouri School of Journalism, where he was an assistant professor and staff editor at the Columbia 
Missourian. He taught courses in editing and design while serving at various times as the 
newspaper’s news, opinion and design editor. Sherlock is based out of Fort Collins, Colorado, where 
he lives with his two children and two dogs. In addition to his duties at LCCC, he is a freelance 
writer, editor, designer and consultant, and he also teaches classes at other colleges and 
universities in the region.  
 



Kristi Rathbun, CJE advises The Black & Gold yearbook, The Rock student newspaper and 
rockmediaonline at Rock Canyon High School in Highlands Ranch, CO.  For over 20 years, she has 
helped journalists achieve state and national success in student media. Her students have earned 
All-Colorado Awards from Colorado Student Media Association, Crown and Gold Medalist 
recognition from CSPA, Pacemaker and All-American recognition from NSPA and a number of Best 
of Show honors at national and state conferences. Rathbun speaks at national and state conventions 
and workshops helping students and their advisers build solid programs in multiple media 
platforms. Rathbun currently serves as the CSMA Advocacy Coordinator and Colorado JEA State 
Director; she was selected as a JEA Distinguished Adviser in 2014 and received a CSPA Gold Key in 
2016.   
 
J. O’Brien has been working in media as an instructor, public relations practitioner, designer, 
photographer and journalist for 20 years. 
He currently is a senior public relation specialist at the Wyoming Department of Transportation. 
 
Cyrus Saatsaz is a mass media/multimedia professor with LCCC, a multimedia journalist with 
HuffPost and GrindMedia, a Society of Professional Journalists Mark of Excellence Regional Award 
winner,  and is the author of the book Dogwild & Board: Stories, Interviews and Musings from a Surf 
Journalist. Saatsaz was formerly a senior editor for USA Today, a multimedia journalist for the San 
Francisco Chronicle, AOL.com, and Fuel.TV, hosted nationally syndicated action sports radio talk 
shows called WaXed and The Extreme Scene, and owned San Francisco Surf Company, an 
eco-friendly surf shop/bookstore/art gallery located in San Francisco. Saatsaz was a sports 
broadcaster at KNBR radio for nearly a decade, and the webcast commentator for the Maverick's 
Surf Contest. You can find the native Californian on road trips across the great North American 
continent with his dog Indy. 
 
Working as a professional journalist gave Stephen Wahlfeldt the background to begin serving as 
the  newspaper adviser at Rocky Mountain High School, in Fort Collins, Colorado, but his 
experience, coupled with his genuine love of students contributed to creating one of the finest high 
school newspapers in Colorado. He was the Colorado Advisor of the Year in 2006, and he was 
honored with a JEA Lifetime Achievement award in 2016 after retiring upon completing 26 years in 
education.  He now serves as a JEA mentor. 
 
Dr. Li Li has come to Wyoming following an extensive career in higher education. She earned her 
master’s degree in education at the China University of Mining and Technology, then began her 
career at the Beijing Institute of Graphic Communications. It was there that she met visiting 
professors from Ohio University who encouraged her to complete Ph.D. studies at the U.S. school. 
Following her earning that degree, she joined the faculty at the University of Wyoming in Casper.  
 
Jim Angell is the executive director for the Wyoming Press Association, a trade group representing 
the interests of Wyoming’s newspapers in areas including lobbying, education, and public relations. 
Before joining the WPA, Angell worked for 14 years for daily newspapers in Washington and 
Oregon before moving to Wyoming in 1985. 
 
Justin Daigle advises the “Reflections” yearbook at Brighton High School in Colorado. Over the past 
nine years, his students’ publication has earned state and national awards including a 2012 Silver 
Crown from the CSPA and a 2014 Pacemaker Finalist from the NSPA. Daigle has been honored as 
the 2009 Colorado High School Press Association (CHSPA) Journalism Adviser of the Year, a JEA 



2010 National Rising Star award and, most recently, was named a JEA National Special Recognition 
Yearbook Adviser of the Year. He is a past-president of the  CHSPA. 
 
Christine Garceau is a professor of photography in the Photographic Communication program at 
Northwest College. She teaches a variety of digital imaging and portfolio development classes to 
students enrolled in the two-year Associate of Applied Science program, including Digital Imaging, 
Media Photography, Outdoor Photography, Survey of Photography, and Professional Portfolio I & II. 
Before moving to Wyoming from Michigan in 2012, where she taught photography at Northern 
Michigan University and Michigan Technological University, Garceau’s photographs appeared in the 
“Detroit Free Press,” “Detroit News,” “National Geo World,” “USA Today,” and numerous national 
publications. 
 
Dr. Kristen Landreville is an associate professor and the director of graduate studies in the 
Department of Communication & Journalism at the University of Wyoming. Undergraduate courses 
Landreville teaches include Multimedia Production, Web Design, Magazine and Feature Writing, 
and Media Writing. At the graduate level, she teaches the Quantitative Research Methods course. 
Landreville earned her bachelor’s degree in journalism and master’s degree in mass communication 
from the University of Florida, then completed a Ph.D. at The Ohio State University.  
 
Amanda Nicholoff is a former news producer for the network-owned and operated NBC station in 
San Francisco, California. She has also worked as a newscast director and NPPA certified 
photojournalist. Nicholoff is beginning her 12th year as the professor for New Media at Central 
Wyoming College. 
 
From 1976–2015, Rosalind Routt Schliske was the faculty adviser for Wingspan, the student 
newspaper/media at Laramie County Community College in Cheyenne, Wyo., and taught journalism 
longer than any high school, college or university professor in the history of the state. In 2013, she 
was honored with the prestigious College Media Association’s Distinguished Two-Year Newspaper 
Adviser Award, the highest award given to college media advisers in the nation. She was the first 
two- or four-year adviser in Colorado, New Mexico, Utah, Montana or Wyoming to win this national 
award in the 50-plus history of the organization. Schliske was editor-in-chief of the Daily Skiff at 
Texas Christian University, where she earned a bachelor’s degree in English and journalism. She 
earned her master’s degree in journalism from the University of Wyoming and finished coursework 
for an MPA. Schliske was news editor of the Wyoming Eagle and as a major in the Wyoming Army 
National Guard was commander of the 197th Public Affairs Detachment. She has served as 
president of the Wyoming chapter of the Society of Professional Journalists, president of the 
Wyoming Associated Press Managing Editors and was the first runner-up in the National 
Federation of Press Women’s communicator of achievement in 1999. As a teacher, Schliske has won 
numerous awards. In 2006, she received the Award for Innovative Excellence in Teaching, Learning 
and Technology at the International Conference on College Teaching and Learning. In 2003, she 
received Wyoming’s top community college teaching award sponsored by the Wyoming Association 
of Community College Trustees. In 1994, 2002 and 2015, she was named LCCC’s outstanding 
teacher. She was a recipient of a national Excellence in Teaching Medallion from the National 
Institute for Staff and Organizational Development (NISOD) in 1995 in Austin, Texas. 

 
Jed Palmer is the journalism adviser at Sierra Middle School in Parker, Colorado. That program, 
with includes yearbook, online news, and broadcasting, has earned numerous awards : CSPA 



Crowns, NSPA Pacemakers, All-American and Gold Medal Critiques, and NSPA Picture of the Year 
recognition for eight consecutive years. Palmer was named the 2013 Distinguished Adviser.  
 
After serving in the U.S. Navy, Ken Schwartz graduated with a bachelor's degree in Secondary 
English Education from University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. He went on to teach English at 
Waukesha South High School where he also coached football. In 2015, he moved to Georgia and 
taught 7th Grade English at Trickum Middle School. He now lives in Denver and works as a sales 
representative and account manager for Walsworth Yearbooks. 
 
Rob Rathbun is the Senior Balfour Yearbooks Sales Representative for Colorado and the Front 
Range. Rob has been working with schools to help innovate their processes and help them 
achieve excellence in journalism. He is a regular speaker at local and national conventions and 
workshops. 
 

 
Thank you to our presenters! 

 

 

Also, a big thank you to our vendors:  
 

Walsworth 
Jostens 

Laramie County Community College 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


